Short-Answer Assignment #1 
Defining Totalitarianism


In this course, we explore the rise and rule of several totalitarian regimes in world history, as well as examine the continued existence of these regimes in today’s world. It’s important, however, to get a sense of what ‘totalitarianism’ actually means. By now, you probably have a sense that a totalitarian government is one that controls its citizens in extreme ways. But that leaves us with a few questions. Can any government totally control its population in every way? Can perfect totalitarianism exist? 

Your assignment here is to explore the following two questions in a ONE PAGE response. You may use, as a starting point, the list of hallmarks, or characteristics, of a totalitarian regime that are listed on the first page of the course text, Bruce Pauley’s Hitler, Stalin and Mussolini: Totalitarianism in the Twentieth Century. (I have also listed these ‘hallmarks’ on the final slide of this week’s lecture). Your paper can be single-spaced, but should not exceed one page. Although grammar does count, I am more interested in your ideas and evidence of some critical thought. A grading rubric is included below. 
Questions to address:

1. What is the opposite of a totalitarian system? (What are some of the features of a non-totalitarian system?)

2. Is absolute freedom possible, or even desirable? What could be the problem with complete freedom?
Grading Rubric
Completeness: Does your response address the two questions, proving some analysis of each?

Excellent: 4


Very Good: 3


Good: 2



Needs Improvement: 1
Analysis: Have you provided examples to support the evidence you have presented?

Excellent: 4


Very Good: 3


Good: 2


  
Needs Improvement: 1
Writing: Is your response clear, grammatically sound and free of spelling and stylistic errors?

Excellent: 2


Very Good: 1


Good: .5



Needs Improvement: 0

